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“Conservation is not merely a
question of morality, but a
question of our own survival.”
—Dalai Lama
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The Dawna-Karen Hills (6,106 km2), Karen State encompassing the Klermu Thoopli, Yomujoh and
Kaydoh Mae Nyaw and Kweekoh Protected Areas is a key part of the tiger landscape in
Myanmar that extends from Northern Karen State to the Thailand Western Forest Complex. This
area is not only critical for the survival of tigers within this region but also extends the existing
Tenasserim
Tiger Conservation Landscape and provides critical linkage for tiger movement from the Western
Forest Complex (WEFCOM) in Thailand, through to protected and unprotected tiger habitat in
Myanmar. 

Once widespread in Myanmar, the tiger population has declined drastically over the last decade. 
Surveys implemented over the last 7 years have confirmed the presence of several adult male
and female tigers along with a healthy prey base and would indicate that this region will likely be
considered an additional “Global Priority” Tiger Conservation Landscape designated as the
highest priority for wild tiger conservation.
 
On-going surveys continue to be conducted in the Dawna-Karen Hills to obtain further data on
the abundance of tigers and other high profile Critically Endangered species. Results have so
far captured more photographic evidence of tigers and an abundant prey base, as determined
by the number of principal prey species photographed – banteng, sambar, gaur, Fea’s muntjac,
red muntjac and wild pig.

In addition, conservation interventions under the IUCN Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation
Program (ITHCP) include operation of Wildlife Patrol teams and the development of alternative
livelihood programs, improving irriagtion channels and establishing buffalo banks in local
communities. 
 
Aimed at improving protection of tiger populations, the program also benefits other threatened
species that have been recorded, such as Asian elephant, dhole, fishing cat, Asian tapir, clouded
leopard, marbled cat, sun bear, Asiatic black bear, serow, leopard, Asian golden cat and Chinese
serow.





Indigenous Karen communities have lived in and alongside the forests of Karen State for hundreds if not thousands of
years. The Karen people have been actively conserving forests and other habitats in the landscape, and implementing
sustainable management techniques and traditional taboos regarding particular species for generations. They have
developed customary systems of land and natural resource governance based on concepts of sustainability and
community that have endured despite great upheaval from war during the second half of the 20th century. 

That this area is still so rich in biodiversity and full of intact habitats can be attributed to the ancestral laws and policies
that have enabled not only the protection of species themselves but the management of corridors in areas of habitat
occupied by people. For example, traditional taboos prohibiting the clearing of forest on mountain ridgetops and along
stream corridors has enabled continued functional connectivity for larger species of mammals requiring more space to
move or migrate. Thus, we can say these traditional taboos serve to protect biodiversity, forest connectivity and
watersheds within Karen ancestral territories. 

Traditional indigenous Karen communities developed hunting practices which rely on hunting during certain seasons,
avoiding the breeding period for certain species and communal sharing of bushmeat, whilst these practices have faced
erosion due to displacement and upheaval of communities' traditional livelihoods, there is increasing support for the
revitalisation of these methods to sustainably hunt amongst local communities, especially in the drive to establish
community forests containing wildlife ’sanctuary’ zones. 

 

What makes this area special for conservation is genuine acknowledgement and support for indigenous practices
in conservation as effective. 

Incidentally, at the policy level, unlike the Myanmar Central government’s land and forest policies, which explicitly do not
use the term ‘indigenous’, the Karen National Union's (KNU) Land Policy (KNU 2015), and Forest Policy (currently under
review) both explicitly recognise the rights of Indigenous peoples. 

One example of this is the Salween Peace Park. The initiative to establish the Salween Peace Park, launched in December
2019, which is recognised by the KNU as a new protected area, is rooted in aspirations and support for indigenous rights.
It's mandate is to foster,  "genuine peace and self-determination, environmental integrity and cultural preservation”, and
central to this is the demarcation and revitalisation of customary ‘Kaw’ territories, or traditional indigenous lands.
The Peace Park encompasses 5,485 square kilometres (nearly 1.4 million acres) of the Salween River Basin, including more
than 340 villages of an estimated 70,000 people, 139 demarcated Kaw, 27 community forests, four forest reserves, and
three wildlife sanctuaries. Wildlife rangers supported through KWCI’s Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation Programme
(ITHCP) project patrol and conduct law enforcement activities in two of the Peace Park’s wildlife sanctuaries. 
 
’Traditional sustainable livelihoods’, ‘Knowledge of cultural practice’ and ‘Cultural places’ are all targets that have been
selected for inclusion in the KFD’s strategic Healthy Country Plan for conservation across the landscape (developed in our
ITHCP project). Within the project, there is multi-level support, from government down to capacity building at the
community level for indigenous Karen peoples (and other sub groups) and their traditional ways of life.
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Grants                          812,984          60.5%
Private Donations        519,966          39%
Interest                        909                 .1%
Other                           3263               .4%
TOTAL INCOME        1,337,124
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LIABILITIES

2,281
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TOTAL EQUITY

428,400
97,779
34,059
560,238

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES



JAVAN GIBBON FOUNDATION                                               
Javan Gibbon Conservation
 
 
KESAN & Associates
Karen Wildlife Conservation Initiative
 
 
WILDLIFE 1 CONSERVANCY
Karen Wildlife Conservation Initiative
 
 
FOREST, NATURE and ENVIRONMENT ACEH
Leuser Ecosystem General
 
 
FOREST, NATURE and ENVIRONMENT ACEH
Leuser-Legal and Policy
 
 
YAYASAN ECOSYSTEM LESTARI
Lesuer Ecosystem Legal
 
 
FORUM KONSERVASI LEUSER (FKL)
 Leuser Rhino Patrol Teams
 
 
FORUM KONSERVASI LEUSER (FKL)
Leuser Elephant Patrol Teams
 
 
HURO PROGRAM
Gibbon Rehabilitation Project
 
 
INTERNATIONAL RHINO FOUNDATION (IRF)
Sumatran and Javan Rhino Programs
 
 
LEUSER- Other
Legal work and Elephants- Consultants
 
FLIGHT
Indonesian songbird conservation
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ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES
AUDIT FEES
BANK FEES AND CHARGES
INSURANCE
PRINTING, STATIONARY AND OFFICE
SALARIES-ORDINARY
SUPERANNUATION
TRAVEL AND ACCOM

5405.86
1,600
1,765.23
1714.12
456.49
102,595.74
9,746.62
959.53
 



  

  



Peter Hall
Fairfax Media
Margaret Sheehan
Garth Whitehead
Balcombe Trust
Amanda Loke
JMG Foundation
Elka Gouzer
Georg Waechter Memorial
Hank and Annie Meyer
Robert Palmer
Wake Up Bali
Gibbon Conservation Centre
Yayasan Swamitra
Warren Stamoulis
Dianne Gates
Hugh and Pam Weaver
Vince and Karen Pisani
Marc Bowden
Evan Litis
Eveline Read
Li Khang
Robert Dion
David Kermond
Finn Borrough and family
Charles Burrough
Tranby College
Jeff and Ursula Beaton 
AAZK Milwaukee
Peter Thomson
Lin Huddleston Charitable Foundation
 
And to all of our regular and anonymous
donors, thank you!
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