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Look after the land and the land
will look after you, destroy the
land and it will destroy you.

-Aboriginal Proverb

executive director's report
2022- Mi lestones and Musi ngs
In November 2021 Wildlife Asia celebrated our 10-year Anniversary! Upon our inception, we
represented a collaboration between several long-standing species focused groups, so in
effect this milestone represents a considerably longer contribution to wildlife conservation in
Asia. Still a significant milestone, and a chance to reflect on our evolution, growth and
impact throughout the last decade.
It certainly feels like in recent times there has been a shift towards our narrative becoming
mainstream. As we align our messaging with the global agenda to mitigate climate change,
we are now fighting a common cause. 20 years ago it felt as this this was ‘new’ information to
many of our audiences. I am not sure if that represents progress on our part or is more a
reflection of the urgency with which we must now protect biodiversity. Either way, it makes
our role simultaneously simpler and more difficult. We no longer need to convince
authorities, communities and donors as to the importance of protecting wildlife , but we also
become an even smaller cog in a giant wheel of worthy environmental causes seeking
support. Strong relationships with grant makers, communities and donors however, place
Wildlife Asia on solid ground as we move forward to strengthen our impact on conservation
throughout Asia.
Our goal has always been to build capacity of local communities and organisations to be selfsufficient, something that we are well on the way to achieving with many of our partners and
we are continually inspired by the dedication and outstanding efforts of the field teams we
are proud to support.
With both predictable and unforeseen challenges that lay ahead, we remain committed and
ready to deliver on all that we can to ensure forests and wildlife are safe into the future.
Thank you for joining us

Clare Campbell
Executive Director
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making a genuine difference
.

vision and mission
Wildlife Asia’s VISION is to ensure the preservation of sustainable,
functioning ecosystems across Asia for the benefit of biodiversity
and society.
Our MISSION is to protect Asia’s tropical forests and key
landscapes which host the highest levels of biodiversity and iconic
mega fauna habitat.
We VALUE respect, integrity and universal responsibility.

YOUR DONATION

WILDLIFE ASIA

Your donation is fully taxdeductible in Australia and the
US and 100% of donations go
directly to field programs

Wildlife Asia provides resources
and funding to field projects
and directly assists with
conservation programs
throughout Asia

INTERNATIONAL
PARTNERS
Wildlife Asia collaborates with
international partners to
maximise the efficiency of every
dollar we spend.

LOCAL PARTNERS
Local organisations, communities and
authorities are the key to effective wildlife
conservation. Our implementing partners
are on the frontline protecting wildlife and
habitat and we strive to build their capacity
to enable long-term self-sufficient
biodiversity conservation.

WILDLIFE CARE

RANGERS

In collaboration with partners
we support the rescue,
rehabilitation and
reintroduction of wildlife, with
genuine conservation
outcomes for endangered
species.

PROTECTED
AREAS

COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

We train, equip and
deploy Wildlife Protection
Units across Asia directly
protecting Critically
Endangered species
under threat.

Wildlife Asia provides
funds for the purchase of
critical rainforest habitat
as well as supporting the
designation of new
Protected Areas.

We empower communities
to find solutions to living
sustainably with wildlife and
protecting their natural
heritage.
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HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
999 snares and traps dismantled and
removed by WPU during 117 patrolled
missions in the Leuser Ecosystem

Successful reintroduction of 7 more Javan
gibbons in to protected forest, bringing the
total releases to 37

Adaptation of KWCI
Wildlife Protection
strategy
to
enable
continuity
with
Community Rangers during a time of civil
conflict in the region

5 orangutans released in to BBBR NP in
Kalimantan, strengthening this reintroduced
population,

Establishment of a new community based
Gibbon project in Thailand in partnership
with Karen villagers

In collaboration with farmers, 1,294 ha of
degraded land restored
with 285,378
seedlings and natural regeneration on the
Leuser Ecosystem

Successful Year of the Tiger Campaign and
further development of the Pardicolor
project, delivering important conservation
mesages through art
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saving burma's last eden
KAREN WILDLIFE CONSERVATION INITIATIVE, MYANMAR

The Karen Wildlife Conservation Initiative (KWCI) operates in Karen State and parts of Bago
region, in southeastern Myanmar. The Dawna-Karen Hills (6,106 km2) encompass the Klermu
Thoopli, Kaydoh Mae Nyaw and Kweekoh protected areas and the Yomujoh proposed protected
area.
KWCI has been conducting camera trap surveys alongside the Kawthoolei (Karen) Forestry
Department (KFD) since 2012 to establish the presence of tiger and other Endangered, Critically
Endangered, or species of key conservation concern in this landscape. Prior to 2012, all of
Kawthoolei was largely inaccessible to international and local conservation-oriented NGOs and
academic study. A civil war between the KNU and the Myanmar government since 1949 only
came to a tenuous end in 2012 when the two parties signed a ceasefire agreement.
Since February 2021, unfortunately, increased political instability in Myanmar and the COVID 19
pandemic in Karen state have made this an incredibly challenging time for our project partners.
Field activities were voluntarily suspended as of March 2021 but we continued with project
administration and office based activities as much as possible throughout the period.
Unfortunately or Phase 2 IUCN-KfW Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation Program project was
cancelled in September 2021 which was a significant blow and a loss of 1,000,000 Euro in
funding towards this initiative.
Despite these setbacks, the drive from indigenous communities to protect biodiversity and to
sustainably manage their resources remains high. We have continued to plan for the ongoing
implementation of the project as access becomes secure and have recently secured additional
funding to progress activities in the coming year.
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ONGOING CONFLICT IN MYANMAR
Since the military coup in Central Myanmar in February 2021, political instability and conflict
increased and widened in KNU controlled areas of Karen state. In the two districts of our
existing project site, Muttraw and Dooplaya there has been an increase in military offensives
by the Tatmadaw (Myanmar army) and affiliated armed forces such as the Border Guard
Force (BGF). The military attacks in Karen state have included heavy weapons, artillery and
airstrikes, most recently in Lay Kay Kaw village in Dooplaya district during January 2022
leading to an estimated 15,000 IDPs being displaced and seeking refuge along the Moei
river at the Thai-Myanmar border. Since these most recent attacks began in December 2021,
it is estimated a total 100,000 civilians have been displaced across Karen and Kayah states.
Outside of Karen state, there has been military offensives against civilian populations across
the country in different states, including Chin state, Magway and Sagaing districts. 'People's
Defence Forces', essentially ad hoc guerrilla groups or people's militias have sprung up
around the country since the coup in retaliation to military takeover and the ensuing
violence against civilians. Thus governance, particularly in rural areas has broken down and
one security analyst told the Financial Times in September 2021 that there is a '...level of
destabilization making governance close to impossible.' One year on from the military coup
and the conflict has spread to all over the country, with public institutions in a state of
collapse.

© KESAN

The level of instability has led to a massive increase in immediate and basic humanitarian
needs of civilian populations living in our project sites, such as access to safe living spaces,
food, and healthcare. Wildlife Asia have suppprted our partners with a continuation of those
activities that are feasible and also functional in that they serve civilian populations at a
time of crisis and also hopefully lessen their demands on the local natural environment to
survive during this conflict period. Despite a return to incredibly challenging times, we
believe we remain at a critical juncture in the history of conservation in this region and are
committed to implementing and expanding our conservation efforts in the region in the
coming year.
International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples
Celebration in Salween Peace Park, Mutraw District,
Kawthoolei

© KESAN

Over thousands people from three different places
marked the International Day of the World's Indigenous
Peoples today at three locations in upper part of the
Salween Peace Park. These ceremonies aimed to raise
awareness on the World's Indigenous Peoples Day, the
rights of Indigenous People, their role in conservation and
to conduct a traditional prayer to keep their land safe
from Burma military and destruction.
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what is wildlife asia doing?

The KWCI has worked alongside the KFD since 2012. During that time we have established 9
teams of rangers across 4 Protected Areas, implemented standard operating procedures
and protocols, conducted extensive camera trap surveys and analysis, established a new
Protected Area (Kaydoh Mae Nyaw), facilitated and conducted training of KFD staff in
various skills, facilitated the development of the Kawthoolei Healthy Country Plan,
implemented sustainable livelihood activities, adapted to challenging circumstances to
enable the continuation of biodiversity conservation, and facilitated partnerships with
other NGO’s and grant bodies.
In recent years, our work has focused significantly on tiger conservation and associated
activities in strategic locations within Karen State. The wildlife sanctuaries (existing and
proposed) that were previously prioritized for funding support are still considered the best
remaining core tiger forest habitat lying within the ‘Salween Peace Park’ (SPP), a 5,400 sq
km indigenous landscape initiative to promote peace-building, ethnic-led self-governance
and environmental conservation.
With the inability to support the armed ranger teams we have deployed since 2012
(suspended since the beginning of the coup), the establishment of Community Rangers in
this landscape is now a priority.
Community rangers are essential for a bottom-up approach where local people are at the
center of governance. This model is already proving effective in other areas with the
number of illegal loggings, wildlife poaching, and trade decreasing, and more local people
following KFD rules and regulations.
In collaboration with the Kawthoolei Forestry Department (KFD), and the Karen
Environmental and Social Action Network (KESAN), KWCI will continue to support the
revitalisation of culture and awareness, biodiversity surveys, improved demarcation of the
Wildlife Sanctuaries, ongoing development of sustainable livelihood practices along with
the strengthening of a forest governance model that encourages a bottom-up indigenous
approach to wildlife conservation.
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ACROSS THE BORDER
SALAWIN WILDLIFE SANCTUARY MONITORING PROJECT- THAILAND

© Freeland

We began the expansion of our Salawin Wildlife Sanctuary monitoring project further to the
south, into Salawin National Park in December 2021. As with SWS, the primary focus of this
project is to investigate the presence and distribution of key mammal species (including
Indochinese tiger and leopard) of high conservation value in the protected landscape. This
project is funded by the IUCN Accelerating Tiger Recovery along the Thailand-Myanmar
Border program.
In Salawin National Park, alongside working with Freeland Foundation to conduct our
wildlife monitoring activities, we have partnered with WISE (Wisdom of Ethnic Foundation),
a local Thai conservation group to conduct community based awareness-raising,
environmental education and conservation activities, in villages within the National Park,
which began in June.
We closed our two year monitoring project in the Salawin Wildlife Sanctuary conducted in
collaboration with Freeland and Thailand’s Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation at the beginning of this year.
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ACROSS THE BORDER
STRENGTHENING GIBBON CONSERVATION IN KAREN COMMUNITIES

©Thailand DNP

In 2021 we added a new project to our portfolio, expanding our support to partner Wisdom
of Ethnic Foundation (WISE) to include the strengthening conservation of gibbon
populations in Karen communities in Mae Tia and Mae Tae villages in Northern Thailand.
In consultations with local villages, topics of discussion have included the preservation of
forests and wildlife, in particular the gibbon, and how to conduct research on gibbon
species in this region. Villages in the area have experienced climate change-induced
irregular and unpredictable weather in patterns in recent years. It was recognized how
important conservation is in this context, and the ability to adjust, adapt, and mitigate
against the worst effects of climate change.
As a direct outcome of these initial consultations, local leaders and community members
agreed to carry out the Gibbon Life Education Project in the Mae Tia/Mae Tap River Basin
and ensure that all communities are informed of the traditional and cultural values and
beliefs in relation to gibbons.
A tree nursery has been successfully established and set up, increasing the number of food
sources for gibbons between the boundaries of the forest and local farming areas. This
activity also facilitated building connection and cooperation in the community, in particular
engaging with youth.
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how can you help?
Wildlife Asia stands beside the Karen people, providing
support and guidance to help them implement their bold
and exciting plans for the future. If peace prevails we will
more than ever need support for Wildlife Protection Units
to ensure immediate coverage of rangers within these
high-value forests. The teams will require refresher
training and the supply of equipment and tools to enable
them to operate under difficult conditions. We need your
donations to train and equip rangers and ensure the
direct and immediate protection of wildlife populations.

MAKE A MONTHLY GIFT
HELP WILDLIFE ASIA TO ENSURE THE ONGOING PROTECTION OF
PRISTINE HIGH BIODIVERSITY FORESTS AND CRITICALLY
ENDANGERED WILDLIFE POPULATIONS BY MAKING A MONTHLY
DONATION TO WILDLIFE ASIA

DONATE @ www.wildlifeasia.org.au or contact us today
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The last place on earth
THE LEUSER ECOSYSTEM, ACEH, INDONESIA

©Paul Hilton

The scale of conservation effort in the Leuser Ecosystem is now reflecting the global
recognition of the significance of this incredibly important biodiversity hotspot. It also attests
to the outstanding capabilities of local organisations to effectively manage this rapid growth
and to make significant and tangible impact. Whilst there continues to be substantial threats
to the Leuser Ecosystem, there have also been some outstanding victories along with several
potentially disastrous decisions effectively placed on hold as a result of persistent challenge.
The fight to protect Leuser will likely continue for decades to come, but slowing the rate of
deforestation, supporting reforestation, reducing poaching and increasing the wellbeing and
protecting the sustainable livelihoods of those people directly reliant on her resources will
hopefully enable the ongoing preservation of biodiversity.
Wildlife Asia’s role will continue to be that of support crew. Although Leuser now attracts
funding from many large grant bodies, these remain, as is the nature of grant funding, relatively
restricted. This leaves many gaps in operational costs, in funding urgent and emerging
situations and in supporting the very people that keep all of these wheels in motion. We are
very proud to fill many of these voids and will continue to increase our contribution to our field
partners Forest, Nature and Environment Aceh (HAkA), Leuser Conservation Forum (FKL) and
other partners as required, to secure much needed funding support and to work in
collaboration with the numerous organisations striving to protect Leuser.
The critical importance of the Leuser Ecosystem not only for the local people but for the good
of the planet is now high on political agendas, and it is vital that it remains there, especially in
times of global crisis. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic we are concerned that this steady
decrease in forest loss could be upended, and there are already indications that we are facing a
sudden spike in forest and wildlife activities as economic pressures on local communities as
well as those in urban centres mount. Our partners will continue to monitor this closely and
maximize their efforts whilst following the necessary safety protocols.
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what is wildlife asia doing?

Leuser Conservati on Forum ( FKL/ Forum Konservasi Leuser) now operates 35 Wi l dl i fe Protecti on
Teams ( WPTs) and 3 El ephant Patrol Team ( EPTs) – al l of whi ch use SMART ( Spati al Moni tori ng
and Reporti ng Tool s) Patrol methods.
The WPTs consi st of 4 hi ghl y ski l l ed FKL rangers and 1 personnel from the Gunung Leuser
Nati onal Park ( GLNP) , Natural Resource Conservati on Agency ( BKSDA) , or I ntegrated Forest
Management Uni t ( KPH) authori ty f or patrol operati ons i n the Leuser Ecosystem.
I n 2021-2022, wi th support f rom Austral i an Ethi cal Foundati on, I UCN-Segre Foundati on and
USFWS Wi l dl i fe Asi a supported the operati on of si x Wi l dl i fe Protecti on Teams i n core rhi no
habi tat i n the West Leuser Ecosystem. They compl eted 117 patrol mi ssi ons al ong 19, 383 km of
pre-determi ned routes wi thi n 2, 572 days. They successful l y destroyed 999 acti ve snares/ traps
consi sti ng mostl y of deer and porcupi nes’ snares and recorded 671 forest/ wi l dl i fe cri me
acti vi ti es. 9 wi l dl i fe cri me perpetrators were encountered and reported to authori ti es.
Thanks to the support of Wi l dl i f e Asi a, FKL once agai n found zero successful rhi no poachi ng
i nci dents. From the data col l ected by our patrol teams ( rhi no footpri nts, wal l owi ng hol es,
fri cti on marks, etc) , we can assume there has been an i ncrease i n rhi no i ndi vi dual s i n the
Western Leuser popul ati on.

.

©Paul Hilton
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what is wildlife asia doing?
REFORESTATI ON
During the reporting period, FKL and local communities have destroyed 31,348 oil palm trees
to make way for restoration, a total of 229 additional hectares cleared throughout the year.
285,378 seedlings were nursed and distributed to local farmers to begin restoration across
this site, with a total of 1,294 hectares restored.
More farmers are now joining the Sangkapane farmer group and willingly cutting down their
illegal oil palm trees and acacia trees to be replaced with native trees including nonmonoculture species they can harvest for sustainable income, with 20 farmers groups
collaborating with FKL on this initiative.
Seedlings are growing rapidly in the restoration sites, with many areas now naturally
regenerating as well. Not only is wildlife returning to the areas but FKL are recording lower
daily temperatures and higher rainfall and
humidity in the reforested area vs the
surrounding monocultures. There are plans to expand this program significantly in coming
years given the incredibly positive impacts being documented.
Thank you to our partner Ecosia for supporting this work.
With support from Georg Waechter Foundation, we are excited to report that FKL have also
successfully secured a total of 1623.76 ha of land. This is part of an ambitious plan to secure
an area of some 122,000 hectares (ha) in the east of Leuser. This purchase was prioritised to
halt fragmentation and restore the integrity of this degraded wildlife corridor.

©FKL
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IT'S A GIRL
On March 24, the Government of Indonesia announced the birth of a female Sumatran rhino at
the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary in Way Kambas National Park.
Only the third rhino to be born at the SRS, and the first since 2016, this calf represents renewed
hope for the potential for captive breeding to support the conservation of this Critically
Endangered species.
The calf was the first born to Rosa, after many previous miscarriages, and Andatu, the first ever
calf born at the SRS. Many of you will remember stories about Rosa from years ago, after this
unusually friendly rhino was transferred to the SRS in 2004 after reports of her frequenting a
local village.
Congratulations to the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry, YABI and all of the SRS staff on this
successful birth after much persistence. We can’t wait to hear her name!
Through our partners, the International Rhino Foundation and Yayasan Badak Indonesia we
have provided extensive support to the SRS and Asian rhino conservation activities more
broadly. In recent years, we have focused our support on the protection of the wild population
within the Leuser ecosystem, with our partner, Leuser Conservation Forum (FKL). This remains
the most significant population, with promising signs of breeding in recent years and significant
protection afforded by Rhino Patrol Teams working effectively in this area.
Construction is now underway for a second rescue centre, built within the Leuser ecosystem,
with the aim to facilitate captive breeding from rhinos that may otherwise have been isolated.
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what is wildlife asia doing?
PROTECTING BENGKUNG TRUMON WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
Now into the third year, this project included deployment of 8 Wildlife Patrol Teams (WPTs)
to patrol the area in BTMS. One of these teams was funded by Wildlife Asia, with support
from Oak Foundation. Between January-June 2022, FKL WPTs operating specifically in and
a r o u n d t h e B T M S c o m p l e t e d 4 0 p a t r o l m i s s i o n s , 5 9 0 d a y s a n d c o v e r e d 2 ,4 7 0 k m a l o n g p a t r o l
routes. The teams destroyed 2 poacher camps but across the January – May period only found
1 snare and did not directly encounter any poachers during the patrols, which indicates that
the presence of the teams in BTMS is having a strong deterrent effect.
In June, 13 WPTs attended Refresher Training and Evaluation of SMART Patrol Achievements
in Tapaktuan, Aceh Selatan. This training aims to help rangers to improve their performance
by evaluating their work. We are hopeful that this training will further enhance quality of
work from the WPTs, thus increasing the impacts in protecting wildlife and habitat in and
around the BTMS area.
Support from Oak Foundation has also enabled the formation of the Leuser Rescue Unit (LRT)
to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts. During the period they conducted 2 conflict mitigation
missions, one to rescue a Sumatran tiger, which reportedly often roams around several
villages in Aceh Selatan district and the second to rescue a juvenile male elephant entangled
in an electric cable.
FKL also continued to manage the Soraya Research Station, located in Subulussalam District.
The research station serves to protect and restore the surrounding forest, as well as
promoting research of biodiversity in secondary forests.

.

@FKL

©HAkA
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what is wildlife asia doing?
Significant outcomes from HAkA's important work throughout the year include;
HAkA's remote satellite monitoring data revealed that deforestation in the Leuser
Ecosystem fell by almost a third in 2021 relative to 2020. In fact, the amount of
deforestation in 2021 was the lowest recorded across the seven years prior. In the first 6
months of 2022, the deforestation rate increased by about 21% compared to the second
half of 2021. However, the forest loss rate continues on its overall downward trend from
before the sudden spike in deforestation during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic
in 2020. When compared to the same period in 2021 the amount of forest lost in the first
half of 2022 dropped by 34%, down to 2,133 hectares of forest loss so this is encouraging for
2022 so far.
HAkA continues to monitor the 2019 lawsuit filed by WALHI Aceh with HAkA’s support
against the Governor of Aceh and company PT Kamirzu for the issuance of a Borrow to Use
Forest Permit (IPPKH). The lawsuit ruled in favour of WALHI, with the judges stating that
the permit was invalid because the Governor of Aceh does not have the authority to issue
this permit, and that the location was inside of the Leuser Ecosystem. Despite several failed
appeals the IPPKH is invalid and the project cannot continue. Haka are now closely
monitoring new proposals for a company to construct dams in this area and will have a
much more challenging road on this campaign due to the difficulty in advocating against
projects.
The enactment of the Law on Job Creation (also known as Omnibus Law on job creation)
had many impacts across different ministries, including the Ministry of Environment and
Forestry. HAkA submitted a judicial review, citing that the grounds for public participation
in environmental protection is an essential and constitutional right for every citizen.
Despite this being rejected the Constitutional Court has since ruled that the Omnibus Law
is “Conditionally Unconstitutional” due to mistakes in part of the process in forming the
law. The Court gave a period of two years for the process to be corrected otherwise it will
be dissolved.
HAkA’s campaign for the issuance of Presidential Regulation of the Leuser Ecosystem
Spatial Plan has been ongoing since 2016 and this year their involvement was deepened
and institutionalized as they were listed as one of the partner NGOs in drafting the
document at the national level and became the strongest voice at the local level in
consolidating support from provincial government stakeholders.
We are happy to report that the Spatial Plan is now only three of eleven steps away from
completion. HAkA will continue to engage closely with MASP and gather support from
related stakeholders to push for these final steps to be completed.

.

©HAkA

©HAkA
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what is wildlife asia doing?
HAkA continued to monitor Illegal Wildlife Trade Cases in the Courts, Notably 5
perpetrators were punished for an elephant poisoning incident in Aceh Timur. Two were
sentenced to 3 years and 6 months for poisoning and killing an elephant, as well as actively
taking part in trading body parts. The 3 other perpetrators were sentenced for 3 years for
purchasing elephant body parts.
HAkA conducted advanced Paralegal Training in February 2022. This paralegal training has
been carried out by HAkA since 2020 and was attended by 20 female environmental
activists from 11 districts within the Leuser Ecosystem.
HAkA chairperson, Farwiza Farhan, was featured in TED Global Livestream focusing on
solutions and calling for leaders and citizens everywhere to step up to take action against
climate change. Wiza’s piece on the vital role of women on the frontlines of climate action
c a n b e v i e w e d h e r e.
W i z a w a s a l s o c h o s e n a s o n e o f t h e T o r y B u r c h ’ s E m p o w e r e d W o m e n o f 2 0 2 1. S h e i s
featured in the Upworthy x Tory Burch collaboration and we received a donation which was
directed to support the turtle program in Pulau Banyak, Aceh Singkil district. The article
can be accessed here: Why this woman created an organization to protect an Indonesia
ecosystem - Upworthy
HAkA and P2LH (Environmental Defenders Association) conducted AMDAL training
(Environmental Impact Analysis) for 30 community representatives from 14 districts and
cities in Aceh. The training was an effort to increase community understanding and
participation in assessments for proposed infrastructure and project developments in their
villages or districts.
On 1 N o v e m b e r 2 0 2 1 , H A k A c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h F K L t o e q u i p 1 0 w o m e n j o u r n a l i s t s w i t h t h e
ability, motivation and knowledge to cover stories on environmental issues The coverage
of environmental issues from women journalists in Aceh is still somewhat rare. The aim of
this training is to increase coverage on environmental reporting by women.

.

©HAkA

©HAkA
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AWARD WINNING CONSERVATIONISTS
Dedy Yansyah (FKL)- Whitley Award
Over the last few years, our partner FKL have built strong protection and conservation
efforts for the remaining Sumatran rhino in the Leuser Ecosystem. Through collaboration
with many parties and support from other organizations over a long process of challenges,
FKL are currently working to establish the first Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary in Aceh
Province. Dedy Yansyah, FKL Wildlife Protection Coordinator, coordinates this project
which has received global support and in April this year, we are proud to announce that he
received the 2022 Whitley Award for his outstanding work in protecting the Critically
Endangered Sumatran rhino. We were incredibly proud to nominate Dedy for this award.
The Whitley Awards are annually held in London by the Whitley Fund for Nature to
recognize and celebrate effective grassroot conservation leaders across the globe. In his
speech for that event, Dedy dedicated his appreciation to all the ranger teams he leads in
the Leuser Ecosystem, saying "they are the real Leuser heroes".

©FKL

Farwiza Farhan
(HAkA)- Wayfinder
Award

We are thrilled to announce that our partner HAkA's
chairperson and cofounder, Farwiza Farhan, received the 2022
Wayfinder Award from National Geographic. This award is
held annually to recognize and elevate a group of individuals
who are leading a new age of exploration through science,
education, conservation, technology and storytelling. These
individuals have proven themselves as the next generation of
influential leaders, communicators, and innovators. We
received access to some Natgeo resources for use by the wider
team, and some new grant opportunities to leverage.
Moreover, Wiza will also join the society’s global community of
National Geographic Explorers, a group of influential
individuals who are pushing the boundaries to advocate and
protect the natural wonders of the earth. We hope that
through this award more people will recognize the Leuser
Ecosystem and as a result more public willingness emerges to
protect this wide span of tropical forest and all its unique
biodiversity.

Huge congratulations to Dedy and Farwiza, amazing
conservationists in our community of wildlife heroes!

17

©FKL

how can you help?
We are seeking funding in order to continue to intensively
safeguard this vital habitat for wildlife such as the
Sumatran rhino and elephant. We require support for the
ongoing operation of the WPT's as well as unrestricted
funding for legal action and capacity development. With
increasing pressure on Leuser’s forests and wildlife, their
survival is dependant on strong policy and environmental
management, dedicated protection units and the
prevention of human/wildlife conflict. Together we can
save the Leuser Ecosystem #LovetheLeuser

MAKE A MONTHLY GIFT
HELP WILDLIFE ASIA TO ENSURE THE ONGOING PROTECTION OF PRISTINE
HIGH BIODIVERSITY FORESTS AND CRITICALLY ENDANGERED WILDLIFE
POPULATIONS BY MAKING A MONTHLY DONATION

Donate @ www.wildlifeasia.org.au or contact us today!
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hearing their call
JAVAN GIBBON CONSERVATION PROGRAM, JAVA, INDONESIA

©JGC

©JGF

Emerging from the global pandemic, the Javan gibbon conservation program has endeavoured
to resume normal activities, rehabilitating and reintroducing these Critically Endangered apes
back into the limited habitat that remains in Java.
I n t h e a b s e n c e o f a n y c u r r e n t d a t a , th e t o t a l J a v a n g i b b o n p o p u l a t i o n r e m a i n s e s t i m a t e d
between 400-3000 individuals in approximately 63 fragmented populations, however this
would likely be revised to the lower end if extensive population surveys were to be conducted
in the near future.
Although COVID significantly disrupted intentions to focus on illegal trade mitigation,
considerable work was done to combat online trading in this species. Further behaviour change
campaign work will progress in the coming year which is anticipated to support the reduction
in trade.
With further releases in to Mt Punting this year, there have now been 37 gibbons successfully
released back in to the wild with several offspring born to released pairs, Numbers of gibbons
housed at the JGC remain at an all time low, although we would expect to see a short term
spike in coming years with increased confiscation and voluntary relinquishment.
With support from ARCUS Foundation, JGC continue to provide a Centre of Excellence for
gibbon rehabilitation and operate a Gibbon Protection Unit as well as delivering education
programs to local schools and communities
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bringing an end to the illegal wildlife trade
WILDLIFE ALLIANCE-PRESERVING THE COASTAL CARDAMOMS LIVING
LANDSCAPE THROUGH DIRECT PROTECTION

© Wildlife Alliance

Support from Oak Foundation enabled expansion of Wildlife Alliances Cardamom Forest
Protection Program through the;
i. operation of the Preik Ta’Ok and Peam Krasop Ranger Stations, and
ii. support for Wildlife Release Station operations in Tatai Wildlife Sanctuary.
Rangers of Preik Ta’Ok Ranger Patrol Station and Peam Krasop Ranger Patrol Station were
able to conduct their daily patrols to protect the dense evergreen forests and mangroves of
Botum Sakor and Peam Krasop which are crucial, for climate, biodiversity, and local
communities who rely on their ecosystem services. The patrol teams patrol by foot,
motorbike, truck and boat to systematically cover their patrol quadrant, and target specific
hotspots in response to information and direct threats. Patrols are targeted at wildlife
poaching, logging and forestland grabbing, which often includes fighting intentionally-set
forest fires. These are supported by drones when on patrol, swiftly identifying areas of
deforestation that need immediate response, such as in the above picture. Our GIS team
also monitor satellite data showing forest cover change and immediately report it to the
stations in the field.
The Project supports ranger patrolling through salary supplement/per diems, health and life
insurance, food allowances, individual patrolling equipment (such as uniforms and boots,
hammocks, back packs), motorbikes, fire blowers for fighting forest fires, drones for
identifying deforestation, GPS units and cameras for building accurate and precise legal
cases, radios, fuel and maintenance for vehicles and the station generator, evidence
handling and transportation costs, and informant fees and legal support, GIS mapping, and
coordination provided by Wildlife Alliance, which are all needed to make the ranger
patrolling targeted and effective.
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bringing an end to the illegal wildlife trade
PLANET INDONESIA-SUPPORTING INDIGENOUS DAYAK COMMUNITIES
TO MANAGE THEIR LOCAL ECOSYSTEMS BY PROMOTING EQUITABLE
STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, SUSTAINING FOREST RESOURCES, AND
ENRICHING LIVELIHOODS IN WEST KALIMANTAN’S FORESTS.

Indigenous Dayak communities have a strong cultural and spiritual connection to their
s u r r o u n d i n g l a n d s c a p e . H o w e v e r i n t h e l a s t 5 0 y e a r s , t h a t c o n n e c t i o n h a s b e e n© Planet
in je
opardy
Indonesia
as more and more of the forest has been cut off to them. Through either loss of forests in
the conversion to logging concessions or to the push in creation of protected areas that
failed to consult or consider the traditional Indigenous land use and customary rights,
resulting in poorly designed park boundaries. The result of this is that Indigenous villages
were effectively severed from their access to much needed services, such as health and
education, and it limited their ability to legally access forest resources that acted as the
lifeline for their livelihoods.
With support from Oak Foundation, Planet Indonesia is working with such communities in
two terrestrial landscapes across West Kalimantan,supporting them to secure forest tenure,
to manage their local ecosystems, improve their access to financial services and develop
their livelihoods. The first landscape is one of the last remaining forested landscape along
the West Kalimantan – Sarawak, Malaysia border, the 160,000 hectare Gunung Nyiut
Penrissen Forest Complex, which hosts hundreds of endemic and unique Bornean wildlife
species. The other is the 229,000 hectare Gunung Naning ‘protection’ forest nestled within
the 2 million hectares Arabella-Schwanner landscape that makes up the ‘Heart of Borneo’.
This ecologically significant forest is home to an abundance of endangered and rare species
including gibbons, hornbills and the largest remaining population of Bornean Orangutans.
Planet Indonesia's aim is to support partner communities to gain management rights over
18,200 hectares of high biodiversity valuable forests. The way this can be done is through
the Indonesian government’s social forestry program. A programme which formally
acknowledges and respects the customary or collective tenure rights of local communities
and supports sustainable forest management, community-based conservation initiatives,
and restoration of degraded land. In leveraging the program, communities are able to
revitalize their traditional management practices that previously were abraded through
conflict with past state-led conservation policies.
Planet Indonesia's long term vision is to certify more than 30 villages through the social
forestry scheme, securing long-term protection for these valuable ecosystems and advancing
Indigenous rights.
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bringing an end to the illegal wildlife trade
INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL RESCUE-BIODIVERSITY AND HABITAT
PROTECTION THROUGH A HOLISTIC LANDSCAPE APPROACH

©International Animal Rescue Indonesia

With support from Oak Foundation, International Animal Rescue (IAR) continued to reestablish the orangutan population in the Bukit Baka Bukit Raya National Park (BBBR NP)
through the recent reintroduction of 5 orangutans. This brings the reintroduction/release
numbers to 64 orangutans (29 males and 35 females, not including the wild orangutan
births). So far, since the beginning of the project, three orangutans (two males and one
female) were wild born from reintroduced orangutans and continue to thrive in BBBR NP.
Post-release monitoring and biomonitoring of fauna and flora in BBBR NP have also
continued.
To achieve long-term changes for orangutans and the National Park, IAR has also been
providing support to children’s education in the region. As well as offering an After School
Programme, a scholarship programmewas offered, from which eleven children recently
graduated from senior high school and participated in the “Training of Trainers” activity at
IAR’s Learning Centre where they received training in an array of different skills to become
ambassadors for the environment and education in their villages.
Through IAR’s Planetary Health scheme, over 200 dogs were vaccinated for rabies over
the past year and hundreds of local tenants were sensitised about zoonosis risks and
the value of healthy ecosystems.
IAR also supported a fellowship programme and series of capacity-building workshops
entitled “Revealing Criminal Practices against Wildlife in Indonesia”. Attendees included 39
experienced journalists and 14 students from various universities across Indonesia. The
training was carried out by three senior journalists with extensive track records in
investigative journalism. Twelve participants were selected by theteam of experts for
continued mentoring, and twelve investigative articles will be produced and published as
the result of the fellowship programme.
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bringing an end to the illegal wildlife trade
SAVE VIETNAM'S WILDLIFE-BUILDING CAPACITY TO DISRUPT THE
ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE

©SVW
©International Animal Rescue Indonesia

With support from OAK foundation, we have facilitated capacity development within SVW to
enable them to extend their critical work to combat the illegal wildlife trade in Vietnam.
Over the past three years, the anti-poaching team has more than halved all poaching
activity in Pu Mat National Park and we have seen a significant and continuous decline in
illegal encampments, traps, and violators in the protected areas. When dividing the total
patrol days into three equal years of activity and adjusted for effort, we found that from the
first to the third term, patrols had decreased the average rate violations by 71%, camps by
77% and traps by 70%. With this continuous decline due to extraordinary efforts, we are
hope that the numbers of each will by negligible by next year. Furthermore, our patrols have
learned much about the spatiotemporal patterns of illegal activity in the park which will
help them to predict times and locations of offences in the future due to their SMART
adaptive management efforts.
At 950 km2, Pu Mat National Park is one of the largest protected areas in Vietnam and one
of the largest in the Annamite Mountains. It is a globally important area for biodiversity
conservation; it has a high number of endemic or threatened species which recent
confirmed by camera traps such as Sunda Pangolin, Asiatic Black Bear, Asian Elephant,
Owston’s Civet, Annamite striped rabbit etc. Nearly 1,000 individuals of threatened species
(including near 500 individual Sunda Pangolins) were released into Pu Mat national park in
the last 5 years.
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wildlife asia around the globe

We're into the third year of running our art initiative
PARDICOLOR, and it's been an exciting and creative one!
We launched a fundraising and awareness campaign, Our
World Needs Wild in February, with our Year of the Tiger
print sale, to date raising us just over ten thousand AUD.
Josephine Billeter, one of our 2020 Creative Arts Fund
grantees,
created
the
awesome
artwork
for
our
collaboration with Marriott International to reimagine
their travel posters for their Good Travel With Marriott
Bonvoy travel program launched across their hotels in Asia
Pacific in May this year.
We have an exciting crop of artists we will support from
this year's round of Creative Arts Fund grants, under the
themes: Realms of Coexistence, Unknowable Worlds, and
Release Your HeART, making art on a variety of topics
including hornbills in Malaysia, coastal habitats in the
Philippines and coexistence and indigenous conservation
in India.
Melzie attended two conferences about purpose-led or
sustainable business during October in the UK (Goodfest
and the Blue Earth Summit) representing PARDICOLOR
and Wildlife Asia

Year of the Tiger collaboration with Holy Moly UK and Josephine
Billeters work for Marriott International

THANK YOU!
We would like to extend our gratitude to
our friends at Animal Assist who sourced
much needed support for Project Borneo
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2021- 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT

An overview
FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Other
1%
Donations
17%

1.2%

FY 21/22
INCOME

REDUCTION
IN INCOME *
*Noting the cancellation of the 1,000,000
IUCN KfW grant during the period.

10.5%

Grants
82%

Grants
Private Donations
Other
TOTAL INCOME

1,348,243
287,976
4636
1,631,583

82%
17.5%
.5%

Admin
10.5%
Fundraising
0.5%

ADMINISTRATION
COSTS

FY 21/22
EXPENDITURE

Field Programs
89%

Program
Fundraising
Admin
TOTAL EXPENDITURE

1,083,402
4,572
128,295
1,207,125

89%
0.5%
10.5%

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

TOTAL ASSETS LIABILITIES TOTAL EQUITY
9,231
1,055,385
1,064,617*
*Inclusive of first installment of IUCN- KfW funds to be returned
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where did our funds go?
PROGRAM

2021

KESAN & Associates
Karen Wildlife Conservation Initiative

189,659

FOREST, NATURE and ENVIRONMENT ACEH
Leuser Ecosystem General

245,193

FORUM KONSERVASI LEUSER (FKL)
Leuser Rhino Patrol Teams

114,242

FORUM KONSERVASI LEUSER (FKL)
Leuser Reforestation and Land purchase

62,922

FORUM KONSERVASI LEUSER (FKL)
Benkung Trumon

104,427

WILDLIFE ALLIANCE
Illegal Wildlife Trade

104,427

SAVE VIETNAMS WILDLIFE
Illegal Wildlife Trade

104,427

INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL RESCUE
Illegal Wildlife Trade and Research

PLANET INDONESIA
Illegal Wildlife Trade

FREELAND
Salawin Project
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104,427

69,618

1,437

income and expenditure statement
2021 INCOME
WILDLIFE ASIA INCOME
JOB KEEPER SUBSIDY
ATO CASH FLOW BOOST SUBSIDY

2021 EXPENSES

ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES
AUDIT FEES
BANK FEES AND CHARGES
INSURANCE
PRINTING, STATIONARY AND OFFICE
SALARIES-ORDINARY
SUPERANNUATION
TRAVEL AND ACCOM

AMOUNT
1,631,583
0
0

AMOUNT

4582
500
301
1082
0
111,829
11,182
0

Audited financial reports for Wildlife Asia have been provided to the Register of
Environmental Organisations, ASIC and the Australian Charities and Not for Profit
Commission.
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board of management
THE PASSIONATE PEOPLE BEHIND THIS PROJECT

CLARE CAMPBELL

LEIF COCKS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

Clare Campbell is on a mission for change. After graduating
from Zoology and Marine Biology she worked at Perth Zoo for
over a decade, establishing conservation programs around key
species within Asia. Recognising the broader conservation
needs in Asia, Clare assisted in establishing Wildlife Asia to
deliver immediate and effective conservation in priority
landscapes. Working directly with local communities and field
teams Clare has helped to established Wildlife Protection Units
across
Indonesia
and
Myanmar,
conducted
rescue,
rehabilitation and successful reintroduction of gibbons and
orangutans, and supported ground breaking research,
conservation strategic planning and the establishment of new
protected areas.

MATT HUNT
DIRECTOR

Matt Hunt has been working with wild animals for over
25 years - initially in zoos and wildlife parks but for the past
20 years his work has focused on combatting the illegal
wildlife trade in Southeast Asia. As Chief Executive of Free
the Bears, he is responsible for overseeing projects and
partnerships in six countries throughout Asia, developing
world-class bear sanctuaries, training local teams to provide
optimal care and promoting environmental awareness in
some of the world’s least developed countries. Matt believes
that long-term conservation of wildlife in Southeast Asia will
only be achieved through a combination of strengthened
law enforcement and improved environmental awareness.
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Leif is the founder and President of The Orangutan Project.
He has worked hands on with and for orangutans for more
than 25 years including the successful reintroduction of
orangutans including the first two successful zoo-born
reintroductions.
In respect to his professional, animal,
human and financial management skills,. Leif has a MSc
studying orangutans and is the author of the Orangutans
and their Battle for Survival ,Orangutans; My Cousins, My
Friends and Finding our Humanity.
Leif’s years in the
field have earned him respect within the conservation
field. He has been a key player in developing conservation
plans for orangutans and influencing positive change for
orangutan protection and survival.

SOPHIE DENTRINOS
DIRECTOR (SECRETARY)

Sophie was the Vice Chairperson of the Asian Rhino
Project and is a zoo keeper with over 17 years experience,
specialising in African Carnivores. Sophie has had a keen
passion for rhinos and their plight since her high school
years, when she did work experience with black rhinos.
Sophie is the Australasian Species Coordinator for the
Endangered African Painted Dog, and holds several
qualifications including a Post Graduate Certificate in
Captive Vertebrate Management, Certificate 3 in Zoo
keeping and a Diploma in Animal Technology.

field team
WORKING REMOTELY IN A COVID WORLD

DEMELZA STOKES
KWCI PROGRAM CO-ORDINATOR

Demelza Stokes joined us in 2017 to coordinate KWCI’s
project activities. She brought to her role many years of
experience working as a freelance journalist in
challenging environments and has since established
herself as a well respected conservationist. Demelza has
successfully co-ordinated our partners, field teams and
donors to implement our projects throughout Karen
State and more recently, Thailand. She returned to work
from the UK in 2020 and continues to support the
project from afar as well as developing the Pardicolor
Arts Initiative.

CLARA MONTGOMERY
KWCI SCIENCE AND RESEARCH

Clara Montgomery joined the team in 2017, fresh from
obtaining her Bachelor of Science in Zoology, Clara has
provided extensive support to our field teams, implementing
important research projects and building the skills of local
staff. Clara is well respected for her field skills and ability to
work under difficult conditions and has proven an asset to our
team. She returned to Europe in 2020 to undertake her
Masters and continues to work remotely for KWCI.

COVID-19 has made it enormously difficult for us to retain our field team, both geographically and financially. I would like
to acknowledge the genuine dedication of all team members for maintaining their commitment, working as required
(and as funding permits) during times of great uncertainty.
Wildlife Asia also funds consultants as required, along with numerous positions within local organisations. We are
enormously proud to support these incredible staff who are dedicated to conservation in their respective regions.
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to our donors and supporters
THANK YOU
Wildlife Asia extends a sincere thank you to all of our donors, partners and supporters who have enabled us to make a
genuine impact in the fight to protect species and forests in Asia. You have chosen to take the step towards being
part of the solution and we are grateful for the generosity that has made our work possible.
Thank you also to our wonderful committee members and
organising events and supporting the cause.

team of volunteers who dedicate countless hours,

Finally, we wish to extend our utmost gratitude to the teams working on the frontline. From rangers to office staff,
these dedicated groups and individuals work under difficult conditions with very little recognition. They are
committed to ensuring a future for their wildlife, but also their communities and culture . We will continue to stand
beside you.

RECENT MAJOR DONORS
Peter Hall
Fairfax Media
Margaret Sheehan
Garth Whitehead
Georg Waechter Memorial
Pam and Ray Ison
Lin Huddleston Charitable Foundation
Robert Palmer
Eveline Read
Jeff and Ursula Beaton
Warren Stamoulis
Austep Lighting
Tigers for Tomorrow
Elka Gouzer
Dianne Gates
Hugh and Pam Weaver
Marc Bowden
Evan Litis
Li Khang
David Kermond
Tranby College

And to all of our regular and anonymous
donors, thank you!
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Wildlife Asia is an Australian registered charity.
Registered address: 10A Dunford St
Willagee, Western Australia, 6156
ABN: 32 143 935 769

We have Deductible Gift Recipient status in Australia and fiscal
sponsorship in the USA with our Tides Friends of Wildlife Asia Fund.

Donations can be made via our website or contact us directly for more information
at clare.campbell@wildlifeasia.org.au

www.wildlifeasia.org.au

